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Ten NOTHING IN HIS HAND
MODERNISM would have us believe that Samson was only a mythical character of Hebrew
folklore. But we know that he was a man mightily used of GOD - a strange man, an eccentric
man, to be sure. I have thought that the greatest riddle Samson gave to the world was himself.
But, after all, is it not a mystery how GOD can use any of us human riddles to His glory?
"How Thou canst think so well of me,
And be the GOD Thou art,
Is darkness to my intellect,
But sunshine to my heart!"
And what if Samson was peculiar? Someone has said, "Better a thousand times effective
peculiarity than ineffective ordinariness."
You know the story of Samson's adventure with the lion (Judges 14:5, 6):
"Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to the
vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him. And the Spirit of the
LORD came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had
nothing in his hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had done."
You will observe in this brief account twin truths, two parallel statements closely related and full
of meaning for us today. On the one hand, we read of Samson, "And he had nothing in his
hand"; on the other, "And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him."
As a boy, I got the impression from illustrated Bible stories that Samson was a massive giant
about three times the size of an average man. As a matter of fact, the Word states nothing to
indicate that. Indeed, that was exactly the thing that puzzled Samson's enemies: there was
nothing about him to give the impression of tremendous strength. He was just an ordinary man
separated unto the Lord. Ordinary men separated unto the Lord have always been a riddle to this

world, and men are bewildered trying to account for the secret of their power.
The SPIRIT of the Lord comes mightily upon men who go down to Timnath unimpressive in self
and with nothing in their hands.
I am sure that if I were walking to the next town today and knew that somewhere on the way
there was the possibility that a lion would roar upon me, I would not set out with nothing in my
hand. I would carry the biggest gun available, and even then I would likely change my mind and
not go at all! But Samson started out empty-handed. If there was to be power to cope with lions
it must come from somewhere else and it did. And the application is this: In the Christian
experience the power of the Lord comes mightily upon those who carry nothing in their hands.
At the very outset of the life in CHRIST this holds true.
The sinner has nothing in himself to commend him to the mercies of GOD. No amount of good
works, morality, character, personal ability, gifts, culture, can merit the Father's favor.
"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
Conversion is an empty-handed turning from sin to the Saviour. It is an old story of the artist
who engaged a street beggar to come to his studio to pose as the prodigal son. The tattered
tramp, meanwhile, got hold of better clothes and went to his appointment so much improved in
appearance that the artist could not use him. He wanted him just as he was. So must sinners
come to CHRIST.
"Just as I am without one plea but that Thy Blood was shed for me" - that is the approach of
empty-handedness.
But I am concerned chiefly with Christians who are defeated in spiritual conflict, who have gone
down to Timnath and instead of rending the lion have been rent and grievously wounded. "The
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (I Peter 5:8), and
hundreds of believers bear the marks of tooth and claw. The reason is not hard to find. The
SPIRIT of the Lord came not mightily upon them because they went forth with something in
hand, weapons of their own choosing from a human arsenal, and GOD did not honor their selfish
means but suffered the lion to tear them.
Christians are defeated in daily living because they have fought the devil with the weapons of
earth: their own resources, will power, moral stamina. Our Lord vanquished the adversary with
three verses from Deuteronomy. Then certainly we should conquer him with the whole Bible!
We can carry nothing in hand that will rend the lions of Timnath. The SPIRIT must destroy them
with the sword of the Word.
There is misunderstanding here. You will observe that Gideon and his followers carried no
weapon against the Midianites. They held lamp and pitcher and trumpet, but there was no
weapon in hand and their cry was, "The sword of the Lord and of Gideon." It was the invisible
weapon that prevailed; the Midianites furnished the visible swords when the Lord set every

man's sword against his fellow. Now, the sword of the SPIRIT is the Word of GOD (Ephesians
6:17) but, mind you, it is the sword of the SPIRIT. It is not your sword or mine. We cannot wield
the Word.
All we can do is so to yield to the indwelling SPIRIT that He can use His sword. Christians make
the grievous mistake here of trying to handle the sword themselves; they try wielding instead of
yielding! I cannot understand the Word, nor teach it, nor preach it, nor use it against the
adversary. I must go forth empty-handed, but yielded to the SPIRIT Who lives in me, confident
that when the lion roars, He Who is greater than he that is in the world will use His sword. If I go
forth carrying even the sword of the SPIRIT in my own hand as though I could use it, I shall fail.
The SPIRIT of the Lord must come mightily upon me and wield His weapon - and His wielding
follows my yielding.
The saints of Revelation 12:11 overcame the devil by the Blood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony. There is not an overcoming testimony in Christians and churches today, because
the SPIRIT is not empowering us; we are fighting with weapons of our own devising.
Sunday-school teachers rush to classes with a quarter in one hand and a quarterly in the other,
unconsecrated, prayerless, and wonder why they are as sounding brass and clanging cymbal.
Preachers get their sermons from some pulpit manual and, not being converted, are unable to
strengthen the brethren. Choirs sing with artistic skill but without melody in their hearts unto the
Lord. There is much in the hand but nothing in the heart, so there is no testimony and the sheep
are not fed; neither is Satan defeated.
Surely this accounts for so much ineffective preaching today. One of the hardest lessons for
ministers to learn is to die to one's own gift - popularity, learning, reputation; to be buried as the
corn or wheat; to decrease that He may increase; to be only the friend of the Bridegroom,
rejoicing only in the Bridegroom's voice. Churches make it still harder for him to learn this
lesson, because in the calling of pastors they enquire first about his education, personality, social
gifts, practical ability - they measure him by what he has in his hand!
The enduement of the SPIRIT is forgotten or pushed to an unimportant place. Whether or not the
power of the Lord rests mightily upon him is secondary; what has he in his hand?
It is significant that in II Corinthians 10:10, Paul's critics said his bodily presence was weak and
his speech contemptible.
Now, these are exactly the two points that are made to count for most among ministers today. If
he has a commanding presence, attractive personality, and if he is a pulpit orator, the vote is
unanimous to call him. Yet the greatest preacher of the early church and, next to our Lord, the
mightiest messenger of the Gospel of all time would have failed on both counts! Indeed, he
gloried in infirmities and rejoiced that when he was weak, he was strong. The power of the Lord
rested mightily upon him and he had nothing in his hand!
As at Cana of Galilee, it is only when the natural wine of our own sufficiency gives out that the
supernatural wine is furnished from above. Consider Moses. If ever a young man seemed
qualified for success was it not he? Had he not grown up in the courts of Egypt? Had he not
chosen to suffer affliction with the people of GOD rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a

season? Yet it was necessary to take a forty-year postgraduate course with the sand and sheep of
Midian before he was seasoned for service. At the end of that long discipline GOD appeared, and
see what He asks: "What is that in thine hand?" (Exodus 4:2). What was it? Only a shepherd's
rod!
Poor Moses, with his brilliant start and his promising career, has come down to a shepherd's rod!
But that very rod symbolized his humiliation, his failure in the eyes of the world, the breaking of
his self-sufficiency, to which every man must come before GOD can use him greatly. Moses had
come to the backside of the desert, and to the mountain of GOD (Exodus 3:1), and it is always on
the backside of the desert, at the end of self, that we come to the mountain of GOD's revelation
and call. Poor Moses, once so confident and impulsive, is now so broken that GOD must
persuade him to return to Egypt.
And now that he has come to the shepherd's rod, GOD asks him to cast even that down, that
there may be nothing in his hand. But that very rod becomes now "the rod of God" (Exodus
4:20). It is always thus. There must come the day when GOD makes us stand empty-handed
before Him, that we may learn to prevail not by might or by power, but by the SPIRIT of the
Lord of Hosts.
Hudson Taylor said he once thought GOD was looking for men strong enough to use but he had
learned that GOD was looking for men weak enough to use!
How we have ignored this truth of empty-handedness in the churches! Not only in the calling of
preachers but in the choosing of deacons, of church workers all along the line. The original
qualification of a deacon, "full of the Holy Ghost," is set aside, and social standing, financial
worth, business ability, position in the community - these weapons in his hand are often the
deciding factors. The church itself goes forward with many things in hand-programs,
propaganda, high-pressure methods, human enthusiasm, prestige, learning, efficiency - but the
SPIRIT of the Lord does not rest mightily upon it.
It is possible to carry all these in hand yet be defeated, because we depend upon them and not
upon the SPIRIT.
GOD wants us to drop them. Some of them He may have us take up again, even as Moses took
up the rod. Some we may never use again. But not until we drop them and stand empty-handed
shall the power of the Lord come mightily upon us.
The only vessel that GOD can truly fill is an empty one. It is not the gold or silver vessel that
counts but the empty one ever before Him for His filling. The measure of our fulness is our
emptiness. "If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink." And not only shall we be
filled as we believe, but we shall overflow; from our innermost being shall flow rivers of living
water. Notice that Samson not only prevailed for himself, but he later gathered honey from the
carcass of the lion for his father and mother. There was an overflowing blessing to pass on. The
day you stand with nothing in your hand, relying on no gift, ability, resource of your own, the
SPIRIT of the Lord shall come mightily upon you and you shall rend the lion as though it were a
kid. Things once impossible will become easy.

Doubts and fears will flee away. And in the carcasses of the defeated lions there will be the
honey of joy for yourself and others.
This is why GOD through the ages has used most unpromising material to His glory, why not
many wise, noble, and mighty are called. He has chosen instruments which we never would have
thought of selecting and has passed by the able, learned, and mighty men who by every human
test seemed to meet the requirements. He is ever looking for men with nothing in their hands,
that no flesh should glory in His Presence. Mind you, this puts no premium on ignorance and
poverty. Empty-handedness does not mean empty-headedness. A man sent a note to John
Wesley, saying, "GOD does not need your learning." Wesley replied, "GOD does not need your
ignorance."
But greater than a full head is a full heart and GOD must fill it. The complement of a full heart is
an empty hand, a realization that we are nothing and have nothing in ourselves, that our
sufficiency is in Him alone.
So these twin truths stand parallel in the life triumphant: "He had nothing in his hand": "And
the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him." It was inevitable that we should read next,
"And he rent him [the lion] as he would have rent a kid." There must be, first, human vacuity,
emptiness, nothing of self. Raphael wore a candle fixed to his forehead while he painted, "to
keep himself out of the picture." Well has Dr. Pace illustrated the word "Christian" with the
"ian," meaning "I am nothing."
"Let our debts be what they may, however great or small,
So soon as we have nought to pay, our Lord forgives us all;
'Tis perfect poverty alone that sets the soul at large,
While we can call one mite our own, we have no full discharge."
Then heavenly vitality, power from above, will follow next.
So many Christians and churches are not like Samson in this experience at Timnath but like him
later when, deprived of strength, he said, "I will go out as at other times before and shake
myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him" (Judges 16:20). They shake
themselves as before; there is plenty of "Kingdom work"; Sardis has a name of being alive;
religious workers drop exhausted on Sunday nights after much energy of the flesh has been spent
in trying to make the wheels go round. We have gone down to Timnath with hands full of
weapons of our own choosing; having begun in the SPIRIT we have sought to perfect ourselves
in the flesh. But instead of hands full of honey, we have torn and bleeding hands and we wring
them in defeat. We must be emptied of ourselves and filled with Him.
Then we may move on to the third experience, happy victory; the lion destroyed and honey from
the carcass, sweetness following strength, and hands full of blessing to share with others.
Human vacuity, heavenly vitality, happy victory - that is the Divine order. It is the empty hand
that GOD fills with honey. Go down to Timnath with empty hands and with full hands you shall
come away!
~ end of chapter 10 ~

