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CHAPTER SIX
TYPESIN JOSHUA

Joshua
aTypeof Christ
(Joshua 1-11)

The name* Joshua” means the same as the name “ Jesus.” “And M oses called Oshea [Hoshed]
the son of Nun Jehoshua” (Numbers 13:16). The syllable “Je” prefixed to the word Hoshea is
thefirst syllable of the word Jehovah. Hoshea signifies “to save” ; Jehoshua or Joshua signifies
“The Lord will save.” “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call hisname JESUS:
for he shall save hispeople from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21). Joshua saved his people from
their enemies, whereas Jesus saved His people from their sins. In the Greek the word for Jesusis
also the word for Joshua. It means salvation or Saviour.

Both Joshua and Jesus wer e captains of an army. Joshua was captain: “Then Joshua
commanded the officers of the people, saying, Pass through the host, and command the
people’ (Joshua 1:10, 11). In battle Joshua was always commander-in-chief. Jesus was Captain.
Near Jericho one day Joshua saw a Soldier with a drawn sword in His hand. He asked Him, “Art
thou for us, or for our adversaries?” (Joshua 5:13). The Soldier answered: “Nay; but as
captain of the host of the Lord am | now come” (Joshua 5:14).

Here was a Soldier who claimed to be Captain of the Lord’s army of angels. Who was this
strange Commander? The ground in His presence was said to be holy, and so He must have been
divine. And because the second Person in the Trinity is the only One ever to appear in human
form, therefore, we conclude that this General was none other than Jesus Christ, or Messiah in
His preincarnate state.

The ultimate victory of Israel in Canaan was won by the army of Jesus, athough the army of
Joshua had a part to play in the campaign. This army of angelswas still available in New
Testament times, for Jesus said: “Thinkest thou that | cannot now pray to my Father, and he
shall presently give me more than twelve legions [100,000] of angels?” (Matthew 26:53). In
Hebrews 2:10 Jesusis called “ The captain of their salvation.” Here He is Captain of a spiritual
army.



Both Joshua and Jesus performed miracles over the forces of Nature. “ Then spake Joshua to
theLord in the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites beforethe children of Israel,
and hesaid in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the
valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged
themselves upon their enemies’ (Joshua 10:12, 13). The day was lengthened in response to
Joshua s command of faith. “And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea,
Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and therewas a great caim” (Mark 4:39). As Joshua
commanded the sun and the moon, even so did Christ command the wind and the sea, and they
obeyed Him.

Both Joshua and the Lord Jesus as captains are described as putting their feet upon the enemies
of God' s people. “Joshua called for the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men
of war which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And
they came near, and put their feet upon the necks of them. And Joshua said unto them,
Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage: for thus shall theLord do to all
your enemies’ (Joshua 10:24). A similar statement about Christ is prophetic, and pictures His
defeat of His enemies. “But this man after he had offered one sacrifice for sinsforever, sat
down on theright hand of God; from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his
footstool” (Hebrews 10:12, 13).

Both Joshua and Jesus are said to have finished the work God gave them to do. God' s tribute to
Joshua’ s finished life-work is found in Joshua 11:15: “Asthe Lord commanded Moses his
servant, so did M oses command Joshua, and so did Joshua; he left nothing undone of all
that the Lord commanded Moses.” And a statement in the prayer of Jesusin John 17 tells of
His completed lifework, “1 have finished the work which thou gavest meto do” (John 17:4).

Rahab’s Deliverance,
A Type of Salvation by Grace
(Joshua 2)

Apart from God, Rahab’ s plight was hopeless, being a sinner living in a condemned city; and
sinnerstoday areliving in a world under God’ s condemnation. “Go, view the land, even
Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot’s house, named Rahab” (Joshua 2:1). She
was a harlot who lived in awicked city that was under the condemnation of God. What hope did
she have of escape? None whatever outside of the mercy of the God of Israel whom she cameto
trust. Thissinful world isunder God’' s condemnation. “That every mouth may be stopped, and
all theworld may become guilty before God” (Romans 3:19). No one who livesin this sinful
world has any hope apart from the salvation of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Rahab was delivered from Jericho, not because she deserved to be, but because she put her faith
in the mercy of Israel’s God; and sinners are now saved by grace asin any age. “For theLord
your God, heisGod in heaven above, and in earth beneath” (Joshua 2:11). Deliverance
comes only through trusting God's mercy. “Not by wor ks of righteousness which we have
done, but according to hismercy he saved us’ (Titus 3:5). Salvation is by grace.



Israel Crossing Jordan,
A Typeof the Christian Entering into the Victorious Life
(Joshua 3-4)

Crossing Jordan meant for Israel leaving behind her the wilderness experience; and thisisa
type of the Christian saying goodbye to a life of defeat. “M oses my servant is dead; now there-
forearise, go over thisJordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which | do give
them” (Joshua 1:2). When Israel crossed through the River Jordan, they were turning their backs
upon their wilderness days, and they were entering the land which God had promised to them.
Thisisatype of aChristian turning his back on alife of defeat, and entering into alife of rea
victory in union with Christ. “Lie not oneto another, seeing ye have put off the old man with
his deeds; and have put on the new man” (Colossians 3.9, 10).

Crossing Jordan meant for Israel the entering into the Promised Land; and thisis a type of the
Christian experiencing the life of victory God has promised to His children. “When thou art
passed over, that thou mayest go in unto theland which the Lord thy God giveth thee, a
land that floweth with milk and honey; asthe Lord God of thy fathers hath promised thee”
(Deuteronomy 27:3). The Promised Land was awealthy land. It had everything Israel needed. It
was God' s gift to Israel. When Israel crossed Jordan, she began to possess that land. Canaan is
the type of avictorious life for Christians. God has promised victory. Therefore, thereis no need
for defeat. He has promised everything that is needed. There is abundance in the land of victory
for the child of God who entersin by surrender and faith. “For sin shall not have dominion
over you” (Romans 6:14). “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth usto triumph in
Christ” (11 Corinthians 2:14). Crossing Jordan is entering into victory.

The relationship between crossing the Red Sea and crossing Jordan may be compared with the
relationship between conversion and entering into a victorious Christian life. Crossing the Red
Sea meant leaving Egypt. Crossing Jordan meant entering Canaan. Israel had to leave Egypt
before she could enter Canaan. The Red Sea crossing istypical of our salvation from the world.
The crossing of Jordan is atype of our salvation to alife of victory in Christ. There was aforty-
year period between the two eventsin the life of Isragl. There need not be along period between
the two eventsin the life of a Christian. “Thereforewe are buried with him by baptism into
death: that likeas Christ wasraised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). Baptism pictures the experience of
victorious living.

The divine and human element in crossing the Jordan may be compared with the divine and
human element of entering into victory in Christ. “ The water s which came down from above
stood and rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam . . . and those that came down
towar d the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and wer e cut off: and the people passed
over right against Jericho” (Joshua 3:16). The divine element was the miracle of the heaped up
waters that made possible the walking over on dry ground. This was God’ s supernatural power.
The human element was the Israglites’ walking over on the pathway made for them by what God
had done. Let us notice what Christ has done for us to make victory possible. “Knowing this,
that our old man is[lit., has been] crucified with him [i.e], Christ], that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin” (Romans 6:6).



“If [or, since] ye then berisen with Christ, seek those things which are above’ (Colossians
3:1). When Christ was crucified, our old carnal nature was crucified with Him. When Christ rose
from the dead, we rose with Him that we might live anew life in union with Him. Thisisthe
divine element in our victory.

Now for the human element: “Likewise reckon ye also your selves to be dead indeed unto sin,
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:11). “Mortify therefore your
member swhich are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness. . . But now ye also put off all
these; anger, wrath, malice, etc.” (Colossians 3:5, 8). “Put on ther efore asthe elect of God,
holy, and beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, etc.” (Colossians 3:12). The victory Jesus
has provided for us must be appropriated by us. We must by faith enter into the victory which
God has promised to us and by His power made available to us. Thisisthe human element.

The place of the Ark of the Covenant in crossing Jordan is a type of the place of Christ in
relationship to a walk of victory. “And the prieststhat barethe ark of the covenant of the
Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the | sraelites passed over on
dry ground, until all the people wer e passed clean over Jordan” (Joshua 3:17). “And it came
to pass, when all the people wer e clean passed over, that the ark of the L ord passed over,
and the priests, in the presence of the people” (Joshua4:11). The Ark was the first to go into
the river and was the last to leave the river. This should have relieved all the fears of Israel. The
Ark of the Covenant is atype here of the Lord Jesus Christ. “I am Alpha and Omega
[equivalent to our A and Z], the beginning and the ending” (Revelation 1:8). Inliving a
victorious Christian life, Christ is with us from the very beginning to the end. Aslong as we put
our trust in Him, there can be no defeat. He is the source of our victory.

The two sets of twelve memorial rocks are pictorial of the experience of entering into victorious
living. “And Joshua set up twelve stonesin the midst of Jordan” (Joshua 4:9). When the
crossing was completed, these stones would be covered over with water and would be unseen.
They picture for us our old carnal nature as crucified with Christ and buried with Him. “We are
buried with him by baptism into death” (Romans 6:4). Joshua 4.3 tells of the other set of
stones: “Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of the place wherethe priests feet
stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and leave them in the
lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night.” These stones were erected on the bank of the
river where they stayed overnight. They were amemorial of the event. This rock memorial isa
type of our union with the risen Christ after we have died to the old life of sin. “Now if we be
dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him” (Romans 6:8).

Conquering Jericho,
A Type of Prayer Strategy against the Enemy of the Church
(Joshua 6)

Capturing Jericho has a spiritual meaning for ustoday. The falling down of the walls of Jericho
islike the victory of the Gospel over the strongholds of sin. It is like the winning of our loved
ones, neighbors, and friends to Christ. It is like overcoming any satanic opposition to God's
work.



Man’s method and God’ s method of capturing a Jericho may be compared with man’s method
and God'’ s method of doing church work. Man’s ordinary method of capturing a city like Jericho
in Joshua' s day would include taking lessons on scaling walls; trying to enter the city secretly by
night; using battering-rams to break down the wall; laying siege to the city, and starving the
population into surrender. How different was God's method of taking Jericho!

“And ye shall compassthe city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus
shalt thou do six days. . . And the seventh day ye shall compassthe city seven times, and
the priests shall blow with the trumpets’ (Joshua 6:3, 4). When this was done, God caused the
walls of the city to tumble down, and the men entered the city and took it.

Today worldly methods instead of God’ s method are often used in doing God' s work. Here are
examples of such methods: imitate the movies and worldly entertainments to get a crowd instead
of “by the foolishness of preaching. . . save them that believe” (I Corinthians 1:21). Raise
money by bazaars, suppers, and other worldly methods instead of giving tithes and offerings.
Build membership rolls by high-pressure methods. Use pressure to get a soul to go through the
form of conversion without the reality of a born-again experience. Make much of committee
meetings, but omit prayer meetings. Emphasize activity in the energy of the flesh with no Holy
Spirit power.

In encircling Jericho Joshua based everything on God’s promise; and we should do the same in
Christian work. “And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, | have given into thine hand Jericho,
and the king ther eof, and the mighty men of valor” (Joshua 6:2). Here was a clear-cut promise
from the Lord that Jericho would be given Israel. After hearing that promise, Joshua proceeded
to obey instructions without fear. Everything he did thereafter was based on this promise. The
Christian is given many promises that relate to his service. “Wher eby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious promises’ (11 Peter 1:4). For example, when we pray, let us
guote a promise to God, and then say like David of old, “Do asthou hast said” (I1 Sam. 7:25).

In the daily marching around the city of Jericho, Joshua insisted on the silence of human voices,
which isa good policy in church activity. “And Joshua had commanded the people, saying,

Y e shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither shall any word proceed out
of your mouth, until theday | bid you shout; then shall ye shout” (Joshua 6:10). Thereisa
time for human voicesto be silent. A whispering campaign in the ranks could have spread doubt
through the whole army. “Be silent, O all flesh, beforethe Lord” (Zechariah 2:13).

In church work thereis atime for usto be silent and to let the Lord do the talking.

The going around Jericho so many times was certainly a matter solely of faith and not of sight;
which should be the basis of our prayer and service activity. It would have done no good for the
men of Israel asthey marched around Jericho to have looked for cracksin the wall. Assurance of
victory came aone through faith in God’s Word. Paul said, “For we walk by faith, not by
sight” (I Corinthians 5:7). How easy it isfor Christian workers to get discouraged when things
do not look encouraging! But to do so is not to walk by faith.



As the Israelites had to persevere in marching around Jericho, so must Christians persevere in
trusting God for victory in His cause. “On the seventh day, that they rose early about the
dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven times’ (Joshua
6:15). When the encircling was multiplied, the city was conquered. We need perseverance in our
praying in God’ swork. “Praying alwayswith all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints’ (Ephesians 6:18).
Before we get the answer to our prayer or see victory won, we may have to multiply the time
spent in prayer. Perhaps awhole night spent in prayer, or aday of prayer will conquer the citadel
of the enemy.

The Israelites praised God for victory before it actually came; and oftentimes such a policy will
bring victory today. “And it cameto pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the
trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the Lord hath given you the city” (Joshua
6:16). Theirs was the shout of praise, and it was also the shout of faith. When they shouted, the
only evidence the walls would tumble was God’ s promise. But they praised God for victory
before they had it, and immediately it came. Such a spirit is the climax of faith. The apostle gives
us that principle in Philippians 4:6: “Be car eful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” The thanks-
giving was to accompany the praying and not to wait for the answer. In other words, we are to
thank God for the answer to our prayer before we actually get it. That isreal faith.

Overcoming Giantsin the Promised Land,
A Challengeto Christians Today
(Joshua 11, 14, 15, 17)

Joshua and Israel cut off giants from the land of Canaan, and set modern young people an
example of heroism. “And at that time came Joshua, and cut off the Anakim from the
mountains, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of 1srael:
Joshua destroyed them utterly with their cities. Therewas none of the Anakim left in the
land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, there remained”
(Joshua 11:21, 22). Anakim means “long-necked” and was the name given these ancient giants.
God'’ s people who put their trust in Him were able to win notable victories. “But the people that
do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits’ (Daniel 11:32). The message of Paul in
Romans 8:37 corresponds to this: “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us.” And there are plenty of giantsto conquer in this modern world of
ours. Thereis Giant Stronghold of Sin, Giant Citadel of Satan, Giant Endlaving Sin, Giant Sinful
Habit, Giant Uncontrollable Temper, Giant Dark Passion, and Giant Despair. And perhaps you
can add some more giants to thislist. But thank God they can all be conquered through faith in
Jesus Christ!

Caleb conquered giants when he was an old man, and has set us an example of faith in God for
great things. “Now ther efor e give me this mountain, whereof the Lord spakein that day; for
thou heardest in that day how the Anakim werethere, and that the citieswere great and
fenced: if so bethe Lord will bewith me, then | shall be ableto drivethem out, astheLord
said” (Joshua 14:12).



Hereis an old man who asks for giantsto fight, instead of asking for an easy task. “And unto
Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a part among the children of Judah, according to the
commandment of the Lord to Joshua, even the city of Arbathefather of Anak, which city
isHebron. And Caleb drovethence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman, and
Talmai, the children of Anak” (Joshua 15:13, 14). Given territory where giants were
entrenched, he drove them forth and took possession of their land. The apostle Paul, another man
with courage like Caleb, wrote to young Timothy thisword: “ Thou ther efore, my son, be
strongin thegracethat isin Christ Jesus’ (I1 Timothy 2:1).

When the tribe of Manasseh wanted more territory, Joshua challenged these men to conquer
giants to get land, hut like many today, they failed to do so. “And the children of Joseph spake
unto Joshua, saying, Why hast thou given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing
| am a great people, forasmuch asthe Lord hath blessed me hitherto? And Joshua
answered them, If thou be a great people, then get thee up to the wood country, and cut
down for thyself therein theland of the Perizzites and of the giants, if mount Ephraim be
too narrow for thee” (Joshua 17:14, 15). If they were a great people, let them proveit by
conquering giants. The word giants means “Rephaims” or “strong ones.” In verse 16 these
descendants of Joseph complained about the enemy having chariots of iron. But thereisno
record that they ever did what Joshua challenged them to do. They never conquered giants. There
isgreat need for Christians in these days who are strong in faith and able to overcome the world,
the flesh, and the Devil. “For whatsoever isborn of God overcometh theworld: and thisis
thevictory that overcometh the world, even our faith” (I John 5:4). Every child of God may
overcome the world through faith in God. Let us say with Paul: “1 can do all thingsthrough
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13).

The Old Testament Cities of Refuge,
A Type of Christ asa Refugefor Sinners
(Joshua 20)

There was need for the cities of refuge in the days of the Mosaic law, as there is need for a true
place of refuge for sinnersin all ages. “Appoint out for you cities of refuge, whereof | spake
unto you by the hand of M oses: that the slayer that killeth any per son unawar es and
unwittingly may fleethither: and they shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood”
(Joshua 20:2, 3).

The need for such cities grew out of the ancient law of the kinsman-avenger. If a person was
murdered, his nearest male relative was duty bound to avenge the murder by executing the
murderer. When the law of Moses was instituted, the right of the kinsman-avenger was till
recognized, but the manslayer, or the man who killed a person accidentally, was protected by
being allowed to flee to a city of refuge where his case was judged. There has always been
needed a place of refuge for sinners. Men seek for such refuge, but some are disappointed
because the places in which they trust are not secure. “ The hail shall sweep away the refuge of
lies’ (Isaiah 28:17). What tragedy to trust afalse refuge! But God Himself is the only secure
place of refuge. “God isour refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm
46:1).



These Old Testament cities did not provide refuge for first-degree murderers, but only for
manslayers; and so our place of refuge in Christ is only for repentant sinners and not for those
who refuse to repent. “The dlayer that killeth any per son unawar es and unwittingly may flee
thither” (Joshua 20:3). The first-degree murderer was turned over to the kinsman-avenger, even
though he fled to the city of refuge. And so our place of refuge in Christ is not for al sinners, it is
only for repentant sinners who will trust in Christ. “Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the
Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21).

Repentance and faith in Christ go together. But a sinner who seeks to have faith in Christ without
being willing to repent of his sinswill get nowhere, except to be judged for hissins.

These cities of refuge availed only for those men who fled to them; and Christ saves only those
who trust in Him for salvation. “May flee thither” (Joshua 20:3). The slayer had to flee to a city
of refuge to haveit avail for him. Similarly the sinner must come to Christ in order to be saved.
“All that the Father giveth me shall cometo me; and him that cometh to mel will in no
wise cast out” (John 6:37), so said Jesus.

The Old Testament word often trandated “trust” meansto “seek or take refugein.” “Blessed are
all they that put their trust [take refuge] in him” (Psalm 2:12). Him here refers to the Son, or
Christ. The New Testament expression believe in often means “believe into,” literally translated.
In John 3:16, “whosoever believeth in him” could be trandated literally, “whosoever believeth
into him.” This suggests the thought, “whosoever takes refuge in him.”

Thisisthe thought of that famous hymn:

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;

L et the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Save me fromits guilt and power.

The cities of refuge were easy of access to those who needed them; and Jesus as our place of
refuge is not hard to find. Joshua 20:7, 8 list the six cities of refuge, and there were three on the
east side of Jordan, and three on the west side. They were evenly scattered throughout the land.
Roads |leading to them were kept in good repair. There were signs marked “Refuge’ at
crossroads indicating the way to the nearest city of refuge.

Today the way of salvation is plainly indicated to all who seek. “Wayfaring men, though fools,
shall not err therein” (Isaiah 35:8). “Theword is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy
heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach” (Romans 10:8).

There were two things a manslayer had to do to be safe; and thisis a type of the two things that a
sinner needsto do in relation to Christ.



The two things a manslayer had to do were:

(1) Fleeto the city of refuge, “Whosoever killeth any person at unawares might flee

thither” (Joshua 20:9);

(2) Stay there according to instructions. “And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand before
the congregation for judgment, and until the death of the high priest that shall bein those
days’ (Joshua 20:6).

And there are two things a sinner must do today:

(1) Fleeto Christ to be saved, “Who have fled for refugeto lay hold upon the hope set before
us’ (Hebrews 6:18);

(2) abide in Christ to be kept, “Abidein me, and | in you” (John 15:4).

Thus he is saved and kept.

~end of chapter 6 ~
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